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Dear Dixector O'Meld

ata__t:Q 3

atﬂeara wloyod by the
pl| District could gualify for
nd com.ponfnng benefits,
ppésent provisions of the
pélice Training Act (Chapser 85,
Pamgmphu 501 - 514. Illinois Revised
statut.es) '

‘The problem centers arcund two. issuae.
as we gae it: :

1. Do the scamtor{ authority, respon-
sibilities and duties of a truant officer
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as sot forth in Illinois law qualify the
truant officer as a 'lavw enforcement
officer’ within the meaning of t'he muce
mmmg Mt? : :

2. Ma a local scheol mwict.. spawl.ﬁ-
cally the Peoria Public School District,
.qualify as a 'local governmental agam:y’
- aB presently deﬂned in tha Mt?

: 'We eamatly souci.e an: eﬁﬂictal opinim ‘
- - from your office on the above two points.
- For your further consideration and infor-
mation, we are enclosing copies of my
- memorandum dated November 1, 1971, and
- a letter dated Jamuary 6, 1972, with
enclosure, received from Mr. Robert L.
Boacraft, Chief of Security, Peoria
Public sﬂmzﬂu

!’he Police Training Act (Ill. Rav. Btat.. 1971.
ch. 85. pa: 501. ggm.) was pnased by the lagi.shtura and
| approvad on Auqust 18, 1965. secticn 1 ot’ said Act reads as
fonowsa |

*It is hercby declared as a matter of
- legislative determination that in oxder
to premote and protect the health, safety
and welfare of the public, it is necessary
‘and in the public interest to provide for
. -the creation of 'The Xllinois Local Govein~
. mental Law Enforcement Officers Training
.Boaxd' fer the purpose of encouraging and
aiding municipalities, counties, park
districts, State controlled universities,
~ .colleges, and junior colleges, and other
. local governmental agencies of this State
in their offorts to raisoe the level of
- docal law enforcement by upgrading and
maintaining a high level of training
for law enforcement officers. It is
daelareﬁ to be the respmaihuity of
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the board to encourage the participation
of local governmental units in the pro-
gram and to aid in the astabushmt of
adequate training facilities.”

By the texms of this legislative declaration, the
Training Board was established to aseist local authorities
by upgzadmg the training of peace officers.

muoa 2~13 of the Criminal Code of Illinois (Xll.
Rav, Stat., 1971, ch. 38, par. 2-13) defines a peace officer as:

" 'Peace officer' means any person who |

by virtue of his office or public em-

ployment is vested by law with a duty

to maintain public order or to make

arrests for offenses, vhether that

duty extends to all offenses or is

limited to specific offenses."

In the case of Burris v. The Board of Education

221 Ill. App. 397, at p. 404, the court said:

“* ¢ * The duties to be performed by a
truant officer are . . « fixed by statute.
The statute not only provides for the ap-
pointment of a truant officer by the Board
of Bducation but specifically sets forth

the d\:ms to be performed by such officer.
XX

faeeuon 26=5 of The School Code of Illinois (Ill.
Rev. Stat., 1971, ch. 122, par. 26~5) reads as follows:

“The truant officer of the school
district, whenever notified by the
Superintendent, teachey, Or other
person of violations of this Article,
or the county truant officer, when
notified by the County Buperintendent,
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shall investigate all cases of truancy

- or non-attendance at school in their
respective jurisdictions, and if the
children complained of are not exempt
under ‘the provisions of this Article,
the truant officer shall proceed as =
is provided in this Article. The L
county truant officer, within the
county and the district truant
officoers, within their respective -
districts, shall in the exevcise
of their duties bo conservators of
the peace and shall keep the same,
suppress. riots, routs, affray, fight-
ing, breaches of the peace, and prevent
crimae; and may arrest offenders on view
and cause them o be broéught before pxo-—
per officials for trial or examination."

_ This statute fixes the duties of truant officers.
- Among these duties is the duty to keep the peace,; prevent |
crime and arrest offenders. Therefors, in answer to your
first question, I 'nm of the opinion that a truant cifieez
does quaufy ag. a law entomemt. otﬂcer wt.ﬂu.n tha meaning
of the mxm mmm Mt. ‘

m Nl&ce 'A‘mining het. mm, 13 appncnbla to
law enﬁorcemnt off!.aem oﬁ mnics.pauues. caunuee. park
districts and otbe: mx govetmntal. ageneies.' 'rhe Question
of whather u achocl diatzzct 13 auch a !.ocal govemntal agency,
within t:ha maniug of the Nuca m&ning Act. requims refer-
ence to ﬂm intent of tho 1eglslatu:e at: t.he t.im of enactment

of sgaid Mt
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In the case cfm Ve !
)¢5 N 2& 447 at Pe 4510 t'he mum eaidﬁ

: "m@ primary e‘.bject of; smtut;ory aonstmcum
- -is to ascertain and give effect to legislative
~intent, and courts should consider the reason
or necessity for the enactient, the mtempor-»
aneous conditions, existing circumstances, and
-the object aought to be obtained by the statute."
'l‘ha inmnt c:f t.he Pouca ‘rmlning Act is to pro-
vide law anfamament oﬁﬂcera with training to better equip
them in their muas. Part ef the mrriculwn oz the schools
astablished by the Illinois Local G@vemntal Law Znforcement
Officers Training Board as Qpacified in the Pelice exainzng
Act, includes courses on edvil rights, human ml.atioas. handling
of juvenu.e offendars, racognitica of mental eonditim which
require immediate agsistance, methods to safaguard and provide
asgistance to a parson in need of mental treatment and first aid.
'fhe Local covammzal and -sovarxhna‘atal Employees
Port !mmunity Act (111, Rav. 8tat., 1971, ¢h. 85, par. 1101,
et o ) was enacted by the laegiglature ﬁve daya prior to
the enaemeae cf the Police m:lning &ct, m mai’on |
1-206 of thes local &cvarmental and @nvammmml anployees

Tort Immnity Act reads aa £allm:

® ‘Local public entity® inelude-s a county
township, mmicipauty. municipal corporation,
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acheol distriet. sahool board. fomt peraarve
district, park district, fire protection dis-
trict, sanitary district, and all other local
governmental bodies. It does not include the
State or any offica, officer, department, di-~
vision, bureau, board, wm. unlvamity
o similar agency of the State." . 3

- ‘Section 68.2 of The Civil 'm&seruwe Code defines
Jm.zal govermment as follows: |
" 'Local government' means every mty.
 sunicipality, township, school district,
and othexr local political subdivision
having authority to enact laws and -
ordinances, administer lawe and ordin-
ances, xyaise taxes, or axpend m&: .
(le. Rev, Btat.,: 197]-’ &. 127.
m 63&14.2.) o TR
n the case os m v. mm 26 111. 2d 334, at
p..336. the courh aa:ms | o

. a schml atnhr.tet ia a m m&c&pal
mmmtim T ST

xt is my W ugtnion mu a ac!ml. ﬂiat.r&ct does
quau!;'y as a loeaz. qovemmntal agemay as pmaanﬁly deﬁmd in
the l'ouce mtning M

This opinion is limited to the guestions posed by
you concerning eligibility of truant officers for training
under the Pou.ca 'frming Mt. !ha epimlen should not be

construed aa a aomntaxy on qusatinns as ta the extant of
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the powers af truant aﬁficars Wbich wam alludad to in some
of the docummm um:wh acmmpaniad yaux let.tax.

. Very truly yours,

ATTORNEY GRNBRAL




